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I. Agronomics crops: 

1.1 Lands distribution: 

The total area covered by the agronomics crops is about two billions hectares, almost 40% 
of the total arable lands.  

The cereals occupied 1.5 billons hectares: 

- 800 000 ha of durum wheat 
- 140 000 ha of soft wheat 
- 550 000 ha of barely 
- 10 000 ha triticale  

Fodders crops occupied 300 hectares: 

- 170 000 ha of oats 
- 130 000 ha (fodders leguminous, sorghum and maize…) 

Leguminous occupied 80 000 ha: 

- 30 000 ha broad bean 
- 25 000 ha field bean 
- 15 000 ha peas  
- 25 000 ha fresh production (broad bean, peas, beans…) 

Industrials crops are cultivated on 13 000 ha and distributed between (sunflower, rapes…) 

 



1.2. Seeds supplies: 

Every season the needs to cereals seeds are estimated to 1.8 billons quintal: 

- 1.1 billions quintal of durum wheat 
- 500 000 quintal of soft wheat 
- 170 000 quintal of barley 
- 20 000 quintal of triticale  

All cereals seeds are produced locally, only 13% of the total seed production is 
certified seeds with some progress in the last 10 years due to the government 
encouragements. 

For the fodders and leguminous the supply of seed are essentially standard variety and 
self produced variety (farmers save seed) for these species (broad bean, oats, field bean 
and sunflower), the other crops maize and sorghum, peas and beans are imported from 
other country  

The certified seeds are very important; the sector is organized by several regulations 
law, decree and text of application. 

 

1.3. Constraints: 

Despite the effort and the progress in these last 10 years in developing the agronomics 
crops sector, there were some problems facing the sector due to: 

- Social problems, propriety of lands, heritage for these kinds of farmers with 
small lands can’t benefit to technology, modernization and credit from banks.  

- The cost of production: cost of fuel, workers, pesticide and fertilizer are 
increased.  

- Most farmers are small scale and they didn’t use high quality seeds for sowing 
they lands 

- The governmental companies SMSEM et SMSPS aren’t able to face the 
demand on all crops because they have many problems (financial and 
technical) 

- National Agronomic Research Institutions are the main breeders in the country 
may agronomics crops (cereals, leguminous, forages) further more 
improvement of technical package and have many problems  (financial and 
humans resources ) and specifics programs (disease resistance, drought 
resistance, technological amelioration) 

- At the level of legislation, Tunisian government established a system of 
production, control, homologation for seeds according to OCDE rules. The 
first law regulating the seeds was decried since 1976 and was revised in 1999. 



- TUNISIA became member of UPOV in 2003 and a  PVP system was 
established, that gives to seed companies the opportunity and insurance to 
invest in seed business and  delivers new plant materials to Tunisian market. 
 
 Despite the plant variety registration and protection and seed control 
regulations, many deficiencies facing seed sector in TUNISIA should be taken 
in consideration: 
i) Less  encouragement from government in investment in seed industry 
ii) forges and leguminous seed production and distribution  system are 

not well organized  
iii) less collaboration between all partners (different stakeholders ) 

 iv)        no respect to exploitation contract between partners, 

iv)   governmental cereal’s seeds price regulations . 

 

1.4 Seed production and private: 

- Thanks to plant variety protection, investment in seed production is 
continuously increasing these last years and several private companies 
registered and protected new varieties of cereals. Now and via cooperation 
with multinational companies, National private companies started to invest in 
seed production: ESACE VERT, CMA, COTUGRAIN, STIMA, producing 
high quality seeds. 

- The Governmental companies SMSEM et SMSPS are no more able to face the 
increasing demand on seeds for all crops, because of financial and technical 
problems. However, they continue to supply farmers by national and local 
varieties.  
 
 

1.5 Recommendation and perspectives: 

There is a linked relation between food security, seed sector and animal husbandries. 
For improving seed sector,  we  have to solve all problems and difficulties at different levels 
of  seed chain, it will be possible then to move from 13% actually using certified seeds to 20% 
in 2017, 30% in 2025 and reach 50% in 2050. Exporting seeds to neighboring and 
international  markets   is becoming   possible  opportunity . 

Reaching  these objectives can be realized only via legal and organizational 
improvement of seed sector:   

- Revision of seed regulations and administrative organization.  
- Creation of new units for seed production, process and storage. 
- Enhance private investment in the seed sector by financial and technical 

incentives. 



- Helping governmental  companies to solve their problems and cooperate with 
private sector in common projects. 

- Incitation of private investment in plant breeding.  
- Strengthen collaboration between all stakeholders in seed sector and 

establishment of a National  Inter-professional Seed Organization.  
- Encouragement, intensification and diversification of plant variety breeding 

programs  to offer multiple solutions and responding to farmers demand in 
matter of  resistance to biotic and environmental aggressions, to  process and 
food industry. 

- Encourage cooperation between public research institutions and the private 
seed companies. 

- Encourage farmers to produce high seed quality by financial incentives 
“increasing the prime of multiplication for cereals, forges and leguminous”.       

- Strengthen seed testing laboratories, “accreditation” . 

 

II. Vegetables: 

 

2.1 Global Situation  

The global situation of seed in the word is still using the non-hybrid and self produced 
seeds (farmers save seeds) more than 70% including all crops. This situation increase in 
developing countries to rich 90%. However, for vegetables it is only at 60% because of using 
improved varieties and hybrids all over the world and even in  the developing countries. 

 

2.2 National situation: 

Every year the supply of seeds is basically covered by importation from abroad (65% of 
totals needs),  despite there are two specialized companies producing vegetable  seeds. 

More than 35 national companies are operating in the local market for multinational 
companies. And still non-hybrid varieties cover about  80% of the total quantity of vegetable 
seeds use. 

Hybrid varieties represent only 20% of the total imported quantity, but the cost represents 
90% of the imported seeds, because prices of hybrids are 10  to 40 times  higher than that of 
non-hybrid varieties.  In 2011, importation was estimated to 11.7 billion dinars nearly 6 
billion euro. 

We noted these last years a decrease in using self-produced seeds by farmers, only  32% 
of the total needs of the seeds. This was the result of farmers’ maturity and trust on improved 
variety and high quality seeds. 



2.3 National research programs: 

Comparing to cereals, programs in matter of research and breeding for vegetables are less 
important than that of cereals. Although, there are some breeding works mainly in pepper, 
cucumber and onions, because of competitiveness with   multinational  companies. 

Like all public sector, public research needs a lot of financial support and facilities. 

We should create favorable environment of collaboration between private and public 
research institutions and encourage private sector to invest in plant breeding programs. And 
taking in account that Tunisia offer many advantages (climate, humans’ resources well 
skilled, low production cost …)  

2.4 Seed production: 

Because of shortage of national bred varieties released, seed production is limited to 
some non-hybrid varieties and only 2 hybrids of pepper “by Society International of Seed” in 
the years 80, and “ SMSPS in years 90”. 

Now there are two new private companies started to invest in seed production 
BADDAR AGRICOLE and MAG Seeds. These companies offer 03% of the total needs of 
vegetables  seeds.  

2.5 Investment opportunities: 

In Tunisia, vegetables seed production sector is recent comparing to developed countries. 
Multinational companies are moving and transferring some of their activities in many 
developing countries, which can be realized in Tunisia either in plant breeding or in seed 
production . 

2.6 Recommendations and perspectives: 

 Vegetable seed’  production sector is very recent in TUNISIA, and it is facing a 
strong competition from foreign companies. It needs direct and indirect support from 
government. 

- Indirect support: improving new varieties responding to farmers demand, and 
giving technical solutions to producers to improve their production and 
financial profit. 

- Direct support: more encouragement for 
i) Seed production,  processing,  cleaning,  and packaging.   

ii) strengthen  marketing,  advertisement, and participation  in exhibition 
inside and outside the country to promote the external market 

- Professional seed producers and companies should be unified and 
grouped in association or inter-professional grouping.  

 


